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The drawing room was full of silent people, sitting at a long and ornate table. The room’s usual furniture had been pushed carelessly up against the walls. Illumination came from a roaring fire beneath a handsome marble mantelpiece surmounted by a gilded mirror. Snape and Yaxley lingered for a moment on the threshold. As their eyes grew accustomed to the lack of light, they were drawn upward to the strangest feature of the scene: an apparently unconscious human figure hanging upside down over the table, revolving slowly as if suspended by an invisible rope, and reflected in the mirror and in the bare, polished surface of the table below. None of the people seated underneath this singular sight were looking at it except for a pale young man sitting almost directly below it. He seemed unable to prevent himself from glancing upward every minute or so.

drawing room
= Salon

silent
= still, leise

ornate => herleiten von Ornament 
= kunstvoll, überladen, verziert

careless => Gegenteil von careful

to push up
= bis zum Anschlag schieben, vorziehen

illumination => herleiten von Illumination 
= Beleuchtung

to roar
= tosen, brüllen, lodern

marble mantelpiece
= Marmorkamin

to surmount
= bewältigen, überragen

to gild
= vergolden

to linger
= bleiben, lungern, verweilen

threshold
= Grenzbereich, Schwelle

to accustom
= anpassen, eingewöhnen

lack
= Mangel, Fehlen

feature
= Erscheinung

apparent
= offensichtlich

unconsious
= bewusstlos

to revolve
= sich drehen

to suspend
= aufhängen, unterbrechen, ...

invisible
= unsichtbar

rope
= Seil

to reflect => reflektieren

bare
= blank, bloß

to polish
= polieren

surface
= Oberfläche

below
= unterhalb

none
= keiner

to seat
= sitzen

underneath
= unter

singular
= einzigartigen

sight
= Ansicht, Anblick

pale
= blass

to prevent
= verhindern, hindern, ...

to glance
= schauen, eine Blick werfen

